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CONPREHENSIVE RESEARCH

HOW UNSUBSCRIBE
CONFIGURATIONS IMPACT
INBOX PLACEMENT

Effective opt-out management and the underlying technical architecture of
unsubscribe mechanisms are crucial factors driving email deliverability.

Mastering these components is essential to safeguard sender reputation
and prevent legitimate messages from being blocked by strict spam filters.

Our analysis reveals that inbox placement relies heavily on link visibility,
overall technical health, and strict domain alignment between the sender
and the opt-out landing page.

This report explores how various unsubscribe configurations—from
sophisticated dynamic redirects to the hazardous use of hidden text—
directly impact inbox performance.

Backed by extensive data gathered from active mailbox monitoring, these
insights provide a strategic framework for optimizing high-volume email
campaigns
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MEET THE TEAM

Warmy is the leading email deliverability technology, helping businesses
improve their inbox placement, sender reputation, and overall emaill
performance. Powered by Al-driven strategies.

The Warmy Research Team is a dedicated group of email deliverability-
certified experts focused on analyzing and optimizing email-sending
practices.

Through continuous testing, data-driven insights, and innovative
methodologies, they uncover factors that impact deliverability and translate
findings into actionable improvements for Warmy's platform. Their
expertise helps businesses navigate the complexities of email deliverability
with confidence.

Daniel Shnaider Alexandr Panchenko
CEO, Warmy.io & AnyBiz.io Technical Deliverability Expert
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METHODOLOGY & GOALS

OVERVIEWN

By tracking millions of daily emails across various platforms, we
continuously analyze the exact reasons why messages land in the inbox, hit
the spam folder, or disappear completely.

Our goal was simple: to find out what really drives email placement.

In this report, we explain how a standard feature like an unsubscribe link
acts as a critical signal that either protects or ruins your sender
reputation.

We break down five different link setups—from proven industry standards
to risky, deceptive tactics—providing you with a clear, data-driven guide on
which method guarantees the best deliverability against today's strict spam
filters.
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TECHNICAL TERMINOLOGY

KEYWWORDS

e Dynamic Link: A personalized "smart" link that connects directly to your
custom domain. Email filters recognize this technical alignment, which
builds maximum trust and consistently secures the highest deliverability
rates.

e Standard Visible Link: This refers to a conventional "Unsubscribe"
button in the footer. It is the most transparent and compliant way to
manage opt-outs. Providers view this as a safe, standard marketing
practice.

e Without Link: This pertains to an email that lacks any way to opt-out.
This is a reputation trap as without a link, frustrated users will manually
report your email as "Spam" leading to an immediate drop in domain
authority.

e Broken Link: A link containing syntax errors or leading to 404 pages.
Filters often verify links before delivery. Since broken URLs are a major
red flag related to low quality domains or phishing attempts, this causes
a sharp decline in inbox placement.

e Hidden Link: A deceptive tactic using invisible text or microscopic
fonts. Filters view this as a deliberate attempt to manipulate the system.
If any hidden code is detected, the message is automatically flagged as
high-risk spam.
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MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE

DYNAMIC LINK

Deliverability Rate
100

87.7
84.3

Dynamic Link Without Link

Results:
e Dynamic Link: 87.70%
e Without Link: 84.30%
e Deliverability Impact: +3.40%

Using a Dynamic Link is the smartest choice for your infrastructure. It
builds maximum trust with email filters, providing a direct +3.40% boost in
Inbox placement compared to sending emails Without Link.
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REPUTATION STABILITY

STANDARD VISIBLE LINK

Deliverability Rate
100

84.5 84.3

Standard Visible Link Without Link

Results:
e Standard Visible Link: 84.50%
e Without Link: 84.30%
e Deliverability Impact: +0.20%

A Standard Visible Link ensures transparency and compliance. While
providing a +0.20% gain, it primarily protects your reputation by reducing
manual spam reports compared to emails Without Link.
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DELIVERABILITY RISK

BROKEN LINK

Deliverability Rate
100

84.3

Broken Link Without Link

Results:

e Broken Link: 81.00%

e Without Link: 84.30%

e Deliverability Impact: -3.30%

A Broken Link is a technical error that triggers filter suspicion. Compared to
having no unsubscribe link, it results in a -3.30% loss, as non-working URLs
are often flagged as potential phishing or low-quality content.
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CRITICAL FAILURE

HIDDEN LINK

Deliverability Rate
100

84.3

Hidden Link Without Link

Results:

¢ Hidden Link: 66.50%

e Without Link: 84.30%

e Deliverability Impact: -17.80%

Using a Hidden Unsubscribe Link is a high-risk tactic that causes a
catastrophic -17.80% drop. Filters easily detect invisible text, leading to
immediate spam flagging and severe damage to your sender reputation.
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FULL DATASET OVERVIEW

ALL TYPES OF UNSUBSCRIBE
LINK CONFIGURATIONS

Deliverability Rate
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84.3 84.5
81
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66.5
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40
20
0

Without link Dynamic link  Visible link  Broken link  Hidden link

This chart shows how all five link types compare to each other. The result is
very simple: Dynamic Unsubscribe Links result in highest inbox
placement, and Hidden Unsubscribe Links result in poor deliverability.

To ensure your emails land in your target recipients’ inboxes continuously,
you must use high-quality, working links and you should never try to hide
them.
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IMPACT ANALYSIS

SUNMMARY OF FINDINGS

Switching from your current baseline (Without Link) to a Dynamic Link
setup delivers a direct +3.40% increase in your Inbox placement rate. While
this may seem like a small margin, at scale, it means that for every 100,000
emails sent, an additional 3,400 potential customers will see your message
instead of it being lost in Spam.

Comparative Analysis :

e Dynamic Link: Delivers a +3.40% boost. This is the optimal technical
configuration for achieving maximum trust with major email service
providers.

e Standard Visible Link: Provides a slight +0.20% improvement. This
method maintains delivery stability and significantly reduces the risk of
manual spam complaints.

e Broken Link: Results in a -3.30% loss. Technical errors within the email
code immediately trigger suspicion from modern spam filters.

e Hidden Link: Causes a catastrophic -17.80% drop. This is a critical
failure that often leads to permanent domain blacklisting and total
delivery collapse.

Strategic Verdict: To maximize your revenue potential and ensure long-
term protection of your domain reputation, we strongly recommend
implementing Dynamic Unsubscribe Links. This solution not only provides
the highest deliverability lift but also guarantees compliance and
sustainable sender authority with providers like Gmail and Outlook.

www.warmy.io 13



| warmy

Email Channel. Reliable

WWE DON T SEND EMAILS
WE GET THEM SEEN

We are passionate about solving email deliverability
challenges and making email a reliable
channel for every business
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